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though its ever more numerous speakers dealt very unsparingly
with the cowardice and evasiveness of the Liberal leaders. But
they were before long eclipsed in the newspapers by the
"Suffragettes" (their own members were called " Suffragists'*)
members of the Women's Social and Political Union, led by
Mr. and Mrs. Pethick Lawrence, Mrs. Pankhurst, Christabel
and Sylvia Pankhurst. This was an organization which was
almost military in its discipline; as repression increased so did
the hysterical devotion of its members. They acted upon the
principle that destruction and lawbreaking were the only
methods of securing attention and ultimate success, and that it
was for that reason a good thing to slash pictures in the
National Gallery, burn houses, set fire to pillar-boxes, smash
windows, chain themselves to Ministers5 doorsteps, interrupt
meetings and slap policemen's faces. The suffragists claimed
that by these tactics they outraged public opinion; the
suffragettes answered that only after they started had the
demand for votes for women received any serious attention.
In the autumn of 1911 the Liberals at last appeared to be
about to fulfil their promises. Every parliamentary delay
having been exhausted, Asquith announced that a Reform Bill
would be presented, extending and making more democratic
the franchise, and to this amendments providing for women's
suffrage could be moved, and the question thus at last be voted
upon. But when, after unendurable delays, Sir Edward Grey
rose in January 1913 to move the first amendment the Speaker
indicated that it or any similar one would be out of order, and
that a new Bill (which everyone knew to be out of the question)
must be brought in if the question was to be dealt with.
Convinced that they had been victims of a particularly
shabby trick, both suffragists and suffragettes broke out into
fresh agitation. Yet the strength of the latter was beginning to
wane under the strain. Their numbers were dwindling and
their leaders divided. First Mrs. Despard and then Mr. and
Mrs. Pethick Lawrence had parted company with the Pank-
hursts. Christabel had gone to Paris, whence she directed the
campaign, in a manner which called forth the criticism
of others than anti-suffragists. Sylvia, disapproved of by
the rest of the family for Socialist tendencies and her